
 

 
 
 

Addiction Treatment Program
  
for the purposes of subsection (2) of section  720 of the Criminal Code 
 

 

WHEREAS:  
 
The justice system may help prevent criminal activity linked to addiction, through the use of 
penal measures that take into account the addiction treatment of the offenders while protecting  
society at the same time; 
 
AND WHEREAS offenders who commit criminal offences while under the influence of alcohol 
or drugs are not exempt from criminal responsibility;  
 
AND WHEREAS under subsection (2) of section 720 of the Criminal Code, the provinces may, 
under the Court’s supervision, allow offenders to attend addiction treatment programs as part 
of the sentencing process;  
 
AND WHEREAS subsection (2) of section 720 of the Criminal Code provides that the Attorney 
General may consent to a delay in sentencing so that the offender may attend such a program;  
 
AND WHEREAS Quebec’s Director of Criminal and Penal Prosecutions, along with the 
prosecutors under the Director’s authority, is the lawful deputy of the Attorney General of 
Quebec within the meaning of the Criminal Code;  
 
AND WHEREAS criminal and penal prosecutions in Quebec are conducted in accordance with 
the instructions established by the DPCP, which incorporate the policies  and  measures  taken  
by the Minister of  Justice;  
 
AND WHEREAS the Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Quebec is committed to  
promoting a criminal justice system that meets the specific needs of offenders struggling with  
substance addiction by offering treatment programs adapted to their needs and consistent with  
the sentencing objectives. 
 
The following  program should be implemented: 
 
 
1. Definitions 
 
 1.1 	 « Offence »: Offence within the meaning of the Criminal Code (R.S.C., 1985, c. C-46) 
  and the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act  (S.C. 1996, c. 19).  
 
 1.2 	 « Offender »: A person who has been determined by a court to be guilty of an  

offence, whether on acceptance of a plea of guilty or on a finding of guilt (s. 2 of the 
Criminal Code); offender also means  délinquant within the meaning of  the Criminal  
Code. 

 
 1.3 	 « Prosecutor »:, Québec’s Director of Criminal and Penal Prosecutions, along with the 
  prosecutors under the Director’s authority, federal prosecutors and prosecutors  
  representing a municipality before a municipal court having jurisdiction in criminal 
  matters. 
 

1.4  « Addiction 	 »: Problem of abuse of or addiction to, alcohol or drugs. 
 
 1.5 	 « Court »: Any court  of  criminal  jurisdiction in Quebec. 
 
 1.6  	 « Drug  Addiction  Resource »:  Rehabilitation Centre for people with addictions (CRD),  

a  private or community drug addiction and pathological gambling resource that offers  
lodging, certified under the Regulation respecting the certification of drug addiction or  
pathological gambling resources, a private or contracted establishment with a CRD  
mission, or a therapy center that is recognized by Accreditation Canada and that  
meets the criteria established by the Department of Public Safety. 
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2. Objectives of the addiction treatment program 
 
 The objectives of the program are to: 
 

•  prevent and 	 reduce crime caused or motivated by addiction,  taking into account the  
 interests of justice  and of any victim ; 

 
 •  offer the co	 urts an alternative to traditional  sentencing, in the form of a rehabilitation 

 plan for the offender, in cases where the prosecution and offender consent to it ; 
 
 •  connect the 	 courts with drug addiction resources to enable them to act in concert  when 

 establishing the terms and conditions of a treatment program, to report on their 
 progress and assess the success of the treatment program with regard to sentencing ; 

 
•  break the 	 cycle of substance abuse and addiction and the criminal activity associated  
 with it, by implementing strategies and initiatives under court supervision, including 
 therapy, rehabilitation and social reintegration, as well as measures to assist offender  
 with housing,  education and employment together  with support services for  those around 
 the offender.  

 
 
3. 	 General  principles  
 
 The use of addiction treatment programs balances public safety with the rehabilitation 
 of offenders.  
 

Parties to the implementation of addiction treatment programs commit themselves to a 
process that is non-confrontational and respectful towards participants and whose  
objectives are the successful therapy,  rehabilitation  and  social reintegration of the 
offender.  
 
Any measure designed to break the cycle of substance abuse or  addiction, and the  
offences committed as a result of it, should, if it has been successful, benefit the offender 
at the time of sentencing; the offender’s participation in the treatment program ends at the  
time of sentencing.  
 
The effectiveness of addiction treatment programs relies on follow-up support measures to 
preserve the progress made through therapy and ensure the offender's successful  
rehabilitation and social reintegration. 
 
The terms  and conditions of the implementation of treatment programs should be  
flexible enough to take into account the various  needs of the offender and the specific 
characteristics of the offender’s demographic group, such as whether he or she is a youth,  
a woman, an Aboriginal, a member of a cultural community, a person with a mental 
disorder or a homeless person. 
 
Maintaining the same legal team throughout the offender’s participation in the treatment 
program should be preferred. 

 
 
4. Conditions of eligibility for treatment program 
 
 4.1 The offence  
 
 The offence giving rise to an offender’s participation in the treatment program under court 

supervision:  
 

 is caused or motivated by the offender’s abuse of  or  addiction to  alcohol or drugs; 
 
•  	 is punishable by a non-custodial  sentence, or by a minimum sentence that may 
 be reduced under the terms of the law, or by a conditional sentence of  
 imprisonment that  is not excluded by law (section  742.1 of the  Criminal Code).  

 
Offenders whose offences are not subject to a conditional sentence may also participate in 
a  treatment program under court supervision if the prosecutor deems it to be appropriate. 
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4.2 The accused  
 
 The accused who intends to follow a treatment program must meet the following 
 criteria: 
 
 •  he or she has 	 substance abuse or addiction linked to the offence for which he or she is 
  charged ; 
 
 •  he or she demonstrates a firm 	 willingness to comply with the conditions of participation 
  in the treatment program and agrees to it in writing ; 
 

•   he or she 	 consent to delay sentencing to participate in the program ; 
 
 •  he or she waives the right to invoke the delay in sentencin	 g resulting from his or her 

treatment for substance abuse or addiction ; 
 
 •  he or she 	 consents to the disclosure to the parties and the  court, by the drug addiction 

resource, of information pertaining to his or her participation in the treatment process ; 
 
 • 	 he or she pleads guilty to the offence with which he or she is charged.  
 
 

4.3 The prosecutor  
 

The prosecutor considers it appropriate for the offender to follow the treatment program 
and, to that end, consents to a delay in sentencing. In doing so, he or she takes the public 
interest into account and considers:  

 
 • 	 public safety and the sentence sought ; 
 
 • 	 the victim’s rights and needs ;  
 
 • 	 the facts leading to the  offence as revealed by the evidence, which are admitted by the 

 accused ;  
 
 • 	 the problem of substance abuse or addiction that led to the commission of the offence ; 
 
 • 	 the offender’s needs and situation ;  
 
 • 	 the offender’s criminal record, pending charges and past dealings with the court ;  
 
 • 	 the treatment recommended by the designated  addiction counsellors and availability of  

 such treatment (therapy or rehabilitation). 
 
 

 4.4 The drug addiction resource  
 
 The drug addiction resource undertakes to:  
 

• 	 assess the needs of the accused and prepare a rehabilitation plan ;  
 
• 	 provide the agreed upon treatment ; 
 
• 	 monitor the offender’s progress and develop solutions to any difficulties encountered ; 
 
• 	 provide the court with progress reports upon request ;  
 
• 	 ensure the offender's presence in court when on housing placement ; 
 
• 	 share relevant information with the parties and the court ;  
 
• 	 report to the parties and the court, any breach by the offender of a condition to the 

participation in the treatment program.  
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4.5 The court  
 

With the consent of the prosecutor and offender and taking into account the interests of  
justice and of any victim of the offence, the court agrees to delay sentencing to enable the 
offender to attend an addiction treatment program under the supervision of the court.  

 
 
5. Components of an addiction treatment plan  
 
 An addiction treatment plan shall include: 
 
 •  	 a specialized assessment of the severity of the consumption and behaviors of  abuse or 

addiction of the offender who is eligible for admission to the treatment program; 
 

 •	   the development of treatment adapted to the needs of the participant;  
 
 •	    the application of the treatment processing  under the supervision of the court; 
 
 • 	  drug and alcohol testing,  if required,  during treatment and follow-up after treatment; 
 

•   post-treatment monitoring by the p	 rogram team and/or certified private or community  
organizations to ensure the effectiveness of the treatment ; 

 
• 	recognition, by the court, that the objectives of the treatment have been achieved. 

 
 
6. 	  Procedures for participating in the treatment program  
 

 It is up to the parties and partners involved to establish the procedures for participating  
in the program. The procedure may be defined in memorandums of agreement and  
specify, in particular, the roles and obligations of the parties or stakeholders, the  
program’s admissions process, the length of the offender’s participation  in the program,  
the  conditions for the offender's continuing participation in the program and the criteria for 
successfully completing the program, as well as the terms of representation on sentencing.  

 
 
7. 	  Training  
 

Ongoing training of the addiction treatment program's counsellors forms an integral part of 
the program.  

 
 

8. 	  Evaluation of the treatment program  
 

The addiction treatment program is evaluated on the basis of its implementation plan, its 
impacts and costs. Treatment strategies are also evaluated with a view to improving 
them and adapting them to meet the needs of various clients.  

 
 
9.   	   Annual report  
 

An annual report is drafted on the addiction treatment program, in which the comments of  
the partners involved in its development are reflected.  

 
 
10. 	Modifications  
 
 The current program will be reviewed three years after its implementation. 
 
 
11. 	Interpretation  
 

The clauses of this program are construed by one another, ascribing to each clause the  
meaning which results from the whole and which gives effect to the clause.  
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12. Effective Date  
 
 This program will take effect on the date of its authorization.  
 
 
 
As Minister of Justice and Attorney General acting under the authority of the Act respecting  
the ministère de l a Justice (R.S.Q., chapter M-19), I hereby authorize the establishment, 
under subsection (2) of section 720 of the Criminal Code, the above-mentioned addiction 
treatment program.  
 
This authorization remains in force until revoked.  
 
 
 
(Original signed by the Minister of Justice of Quebec (Bertrand St-Arnaud) November 6, 
2012.) 
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